
Walnut Hill School for the Arts 
Summer Reading 2017 

 
Reading and discussion are just two of the ways we engage as a community artists and 
learners. Take time this summer to read two books: the Community Read and the assigned 
book for your English course. Then, we will come together at Walnut Hill for discussion, 
work, and action sparked by the works we read. Happy reading! 
 
Community Read 
The Community Read is an opportunity for us to reflect in-depth about a text and a theme. 
Programming and conversation related to the Community Read will enable us to creatively 
examine our own community and to look beyond our own experiences. It is a book club on 
a grand scale with an important purpose. 
  

This year’s Community Read book is Station Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel 
 
Required Reading for English Courses 
The first weeks of class will include discussion and writing related to the assigned book 
below. Students beginning English courses in the second term should review this 
assignment thoroughly before classes begin in January. All books should be available from 
any major bookstore or web retailer. New international students should read the text for 
the grade they will be entering. All summer reading for English courses should be done in 
English. Happy reading! 
 

English 9: Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood (part 1) by Marjane Satrapi 
 

English 10: The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros 
 
Writing & Thinking – all juniors & seniors who are new to Walnut Hill: please see this 
link for your Summer Reading project. 
 
English 11 – all returning juniors:  please see this link for your Summer Reading 
project. 
 
English 12 – returning seniors: Haroun and the Sea of Stories by Salman Rushdie 
 
Senior Seminar in Literature – for seniors by application: White Teeth by Zadie Smith 

 
Questions about course Summer Reading related to English courses can be directed to Jason 
Stumpf at jstumpf@walnuthillarts.org. Questions about the Community Read should be 
directed to jcrawford-kelly@walnuthillarts.org 
 
Walnut Hill Recommends 
Looking for suggestions of what else you might like to read? Check out Walnut Hill 
Recommends to see what non-required books are favorites of faculty and staff.  
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